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Students take a selfie with Wazoo during the first quarter of the homecoming 
football game on Saturday. TAYLOR NYMAN
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Winona State student missing 
As of Monday, local law enforcement continued their search for missing Winona 
State University student Chukwudi Benjamin 
Onyeaghala, who was last seen on Friday, Oct. 7.
Onyeaghala, a 19-year-old sophomore from 
White Bear Lake, Minn. has been missing for 
over a week. He was seen on video walking by the 
Winona State library at 9:51 p.m. Friday night, 
and then near the intersection of Sarnia and Huff 
streets around midnight.
On Saturday, dive teams worked to survey 
the Mississippi River in hopes of recovering 
the missing student, focusing on a section of 
Levee Park where a man matching Onyeaghala’s 
description was reportedly seen.
Onyeaghala is described as being 5’ 7” tall and 
135 pounds with brown eyes. According to the 
Winona Daily News, he was wearing a maroon 
shirt with black stripes, khaki pants and carrying 
a black backpack in the security video. 
Attempts to contact him via cell phone or 
social media have been unsuccessful, and as of 
yet there have been no leads to his whereabouts. 
Additionally, he does not have a vehicle registered 
to him.
Searches have been made both on land and 
on the water, with no luck. The Winona Police 
Department also urges local citizens to check 
sheds, garages and other potential shelters for any 
sign of the missing student.  
Winona State President Scott Olson issued an 
email statement to the whole university Monday 
afternoon urging the Winona community to be 
vigilant in searching and to come forward with 
any information about Onyeaghala.
“I encourage you to consider any information 
you may have about Ben or his whereabouts that 
could lead to his safe return to us,” Olson said in 
his statement. “This is a very difficult time for our 
community. Please keep Ben’s friends and family 
in your thoughts and prayers, and offer support 
to one another.”
Anyone with information on Onyeaghala’s 
whereabouts is asked to call the Winona County 
Law Enforcement Center at 507-457-6492.
*Editors Note: All information in this article is 
as of Monday, Oct. 17. Follow The Winonan on 
Facebook and Twitter for real-time updates. Winona State University sophomore Chukwudi Benjamin 
Onyeaghala, 19, was last seen at the intersection of Sarnia 
and Huff streets around midnight on Friday, Oct. 7. Anyone 
with information about his whereabouts are encouraged to 
call the Winona County Law Enforcement Center at 507-
457-6492.
         PHOTO CONTRIBUTED BY WINONA STATE                   
Police, President Olson push for information as river search continues 
         BY NATHANIEL NELSON                                    
               news reporter
           nlnelson13@winona.edu
How you can help...
• Anyone with information is encouraged to contact the Winona County Law Enforcement Center  
  at 507-457-6492. 
• The Winona Police Department also urges everyone to check sheds, garages or anything that  
   could be used as a shelter. 
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As the 2016 presidential election quickly approaches, Winona State University 
is taking steps to become the university in 
Minnesota with the most registered voters. 
This is the first year of the Minnesota 
College Ballot Bowl, a competition between 68 
Minnesota colleges and universities to register 
the most voters before the last day for pre-
registration on Tuesday, Oct. 18.
Minnesota’s Secretary of State, Steve Simon, 
created the Ballot Bowl in an effort to increase 
voter turnout in the state of Minnesota.
“Ballot Bowl is a concept that we’re really 
excited about,” Simon said. “We have tremendous 
participation.”
According to Simon, the Ballot Bowl is a 
concept that was effective in other states and was 
brought to Minnesota to increase voter turnout, 
specifically among college-aged individuals.
The Post Bulletin claims Minnesota had been 
the leading state in the U.S. for voter turnout 
for nine elections in a row. However, Minnesota 
dropped to sixth place in 2014, and the 
demographic with the least amount of voters was 
youth voters, ages 18 to 24.
“In the last presidential election year, the 
youth voting rate was a little bit over 50 percent 
compared to somewhere in the mid to high 70s 
for the rest of the [voters],” Simon said. 
Since 2014, Simon and his office have been 
working hard to make the voting process easier 
through online voter registration, “no-excuses” 
absentee ballots and by doubling the number 
of foreign languages on voter registration 
applications.
Simon has also attempted to increase interest 
in voting among youth voters by introducing the 
Ballot Bowl and traveling across all 87 Minnesota 
counties to raise awareness of the importance of 
voting.
“All roads lead to the ballot box, and no matter 
what issue you care about the most—whether 
it’s student loan debt, education, transportation, 
civil rights, environmental protection, jobs—if 
you care about those issues, you’re not going to 
get the outcome you want unless you get people 
in office that are going to share your views and 
values,” Simon said.
Simon has also found many college-aged voters 
are hesitant to vote for a variety of reasons, 
including a lack of understanding of the process, 
disapproval with politicians and difficulty getting 
to poll locations. 
Alison Bettin, an intern with the American 
Democracy Project, has attempted to dispel the 
doubts of Winona State students by assisting 
with Popcorn and Politics discussions and voter 
registration tables around campus.
“It’s often a process that can disenfranchise 
college students because it gets confusing and 
then we don’t get their vote,” Bettin said. 
Secretary of State, student organizations advocate for voters
Minnesota Secretary of State Steve Simon speaks to a group of citizens and voters. Simon created the Minnesota College Ballot Bowl to 
advocate for students to register to vote by hosting a competition to see which university or college can register the most voters. 
         CONTRIBUTED PHOTO                
Continued on page 5, see Ballot Bowl.
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SECURITY INCIDENTS
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Meet the news staff...
Cheney Mason
Crime & Security reporter
Nathaniel Nelson
Technology reporter
Colin Kohrs
Local reporter
Oct. 2 
12:40 p.m.: A female 
student was found 
intoxicated outside of 
the Quad. The matter 
was referred to the 
conduct officer.
11:30 p.m.: An 
intoxicated female was 
found outside of the 
Quad. The matter was 
referred to the 
conduct officer. 
Olivia Volkman-Johnson
Academic & administrative reporter
Sara Tiradossi
Health & Wellness/Student Senate reporter
1:18 a.m.: An intoxi-
cated female student 
was found outside of 
Richards Hall. The 
matter was referred to 
the conduct officer. 
Student Senate discusses bike safety, club funds 
Oct. 8 Oct. 9
Winona State University will soon imple-ment ways to improve lighting by the 
Quad, pedestrian and bike security, and to install 
mock videos to deter thieves from stealing bikes 
on campus in future renovations, student senator 
Jackson Ramsland said.
The senate met on Wednesday, Oct. 12 to 
discuss safety issues, updates on clubs and 
general organizational reports.
“We have been working with security for a 
while, and this is saying that the student body is 
supporting the administration with their effort,” 
Ramsland said.
Both bike and pedestrian safety have been a 
concern that the student senate has always tried 
to work on, according to Vice President Chris 
Veeder.
“We have been working on a strategy 
to improve pedestrian safety with the 
administration on campus and [the] City of 
Winona as well, so hopefully we’ll see some 
changes within the next two years,” Veeder said.
At the senate meeting, President Nicole 
Zimmerman welcomed UPAC and Students 
United to update the senate on their most recent 
events and actions. 
A member of UPAC said their latest event, 
“spin magic” had more than 230 students in 
attendance. The club has also planned a comedian 
night and a $5 movie night on Friday, Oct. 21.
Ashlyn Crawford with Students United spoke 
afterward and said the organization is getting 
ready to pick new delegates. 
“This is a time where Minnesota state 
universities get together and form the state 
legislative agenda,” Crawford said.
Also discussed was a $ 2,020 request from the 
Model United Nations Club, which was passed by 
the senate.
Senator Christina Melecio said the members of 
the club have advanced a lot in the past year and 
the money they requested would be beneficial for 
them.
“I think it’s a great thing because they are 
fundraising a lot, and they need this extra step to 
be able to afford making trips as a club,” Melecio 
said.
Following the club updates, the president asked 
the gallery for further comments or questions.
Continued on page 5, see Senate.
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Oct. 19
President Scott Olson on KQAL
Time: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Place: Phelps Hall,
 KQAL radio station
Contact: Communications Office, 507-457-5024Oct. 20
Oct. 21
Oct. 22
Open Jam - Organic Music Cooperative
Time: 6:30 to 9 p.m.
Place: Trempealeau Hotel
150 Main St.,Trempealeau, Wis. 
Contact: 608-534-6898
UPAC Ballroom Dance Club
Time: 8 p.m.
Place: Integrated Wellness Complex, Room 147
Contact: Dedra Robertson,
drobertson@winona.edu
Have a burning opinion? Want to share a news tip? 
Send us your questions, opinions and suggestions to winonan@winona.edu
Student Recital: Britta Kilber
Time: 1:30 p.m.
Place: Performing Arts Center, Recital Hall
Contact: Marybeth Lenhardt,
mlenhardt@winona.edu
Film Screening: They Live
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Stark Hall, room 103
Contact: Nathan Wardinski,
nwardinski@winona.edu
Oct. 23
Oct. 24
Oct. 25
Spamalot
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Performing Arts Center
Vivian Fusillo Main Stage Theatre
Contact: Jim Williams, jiwilliams@winona.edu
Hocus Focus - Believability of Photography 
in the Era of Photoshop
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Stark Hall
Room 103
Senate, continued from page 4. 
In light of the disappearance of 
a student on campus, Crawford 
invited the public to stop for a 
minute and think of the student 
that has been missing this past 
week.
“I hope we find him. This week 
has been hard, and I want to 
remind everybody he is missing,” 
Crawford said. (See page 2 for more 
information on the missing student.)
During the last few weeks, the 
student senate has been involved 
with different issues regarding 
the Winona community, such as 
the Frac Sand Motion and the 
Advising Task Force.
Veeder said it was important 
for the senate to take a stand 
against frac sand mining and 
pass the motion because they 
believe it ruins the environment 
and jeopardizes student health on 
campus.
The Student Senate had also a 
lot of discussion on the Advising 
Task Force, which aims to develop 
materials and define potential 
areas for improvement regarding 
advising.
“Advisors play a much bigger 
role than just registering students,” 
Veeder said. “Since advising does 
not always help the students, 
we are looking at new ways of 
improving the process.”
Veeder said advisors should also 
help with career and internship 
opportunities. 
“They have to show students the 
opportunities they can have not 
only here at Winona State but also 
throughout the country,” Veeder 
said.
         BY  SARA TIRADOSSI                                   
               news reporter
           stiradossi12@winona.edu
According to Bettin, the project 
has registered roughly 1,300 
Winona State students, faculty 
members and personnel since the 
first day of classes. 
As the final day of registering 
approached, Bettin said ADP, along 
with Students United, continued 
to have registration tables around 
campus to encourage people to 
register. 
Though many college-aged voters 
are refraining from voting as an act 
of protest, both Simon and Bettin 
stress the importance of voting in 
this year’s controversial election.
“I think that everyone should 
vote. It is our policy that we don’t 
care who you vote for, we just want 
people to be part of the system,” 
Bettin said.
“In a historic election like 
this, and when registration and 
voting have never been easier, I 
really hope that people will take 
advantage of using their vote as 
their voice,” Simon added. “I just 
encourage people to stand up, 
show up and be a voter.”
Ballot Bowl, continued from page 3. 
         BY OLIVIA VOLKMAN-JOHNSON                 
               news reporter
           ovolkmanjohns15@winona.edu
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Celebrating the diversity behind everyone’s culture was the theme of Winona State 
University’s first Indigenous People’s Day 
Monday, Oct. 10. 
“Each and every one of us has a background. 
We all have a history of our people,” according to 
Virgil Mountain, who led the opening ceremony 
during to mark the beginning of the day.
Winona State welcomed dozens of faculty, 
students and families to the East Hall of Kryszko 
Commons to kick off celebrations of Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day with an opening ceremony. 
The days events included workshops, a 
symbolic planting ceremony for Winona State’s 
Indigenous Learning Garden led by an university 
administrator and the Turtle Island Student 
Organization, a tour of the End of the Trail 
Statue, performances and the signing of the 
proclamation.
“Today I want to pray not for separation but for 
unification,” Mountain said during the opening 
ceremony prayer. “We have to support each 
other.” 
According to Winona State English professor 
Chuck Ripley, the students were the main force in 
bringing the day to the university. 
 “It was a long day in coming,” Ripley said. 
“I thank all the students for making this day a 
reality.”  
Winona State and Minnesota State College 
— Southeast Technical had a proclamation 
signed by Winona State President Scott Olson 
and Mayor Mark Peterson marking Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day to officially be the second day in 
October. 
Peterson said his role was to read a 
proclamation with both Winona State 
and Southeast Tech along with a separate 
proclamation on behalf of the city. 
“It was a pleasure to do so,” Peterson said. “It’s 
an important thing to recognize the Indigenous 
Peoples.” 
Peterson added how the general public has a 
lack of understanding about Indigenous Peoples’ 
history. 
“I’ve learned a lot, especially since the Dakota 
Gathering started 13 years ago,” Peterson said. 
“Something like this goes a long way.” 
Ripley add that he thinks students will be able 
to learn a lot about themselves as people from the 
day’s events and workshops. 
“Their history and how their history has 
impacted other people… where we still have 
these myths of the frontier, especially for 
European Americans, and we don’t understand, 
we don’t learn about or relate to indigenous 
people whether we’re talking about Native 
Americans or other groups,” Ripley said. 
Ripley explained during the opening ceremony 
that this day is very important for not only the 
Indigenous Peoples but for the community as a 
whole. 
 “The best experiences of my life have been 
when I’ve been getting to know people who 
are different than I am,” Ripley said. “So that’s 
important for every student to do.”
Winona State celebrates Indigenous Peoples’ Day
         BY CHENEY MASON                                   
               news reporter
           cmason14@winona.edu
Junior art education student Sanja Petrashek writes 1 of 568 
federally recognized tribe names on a mural next to the End 
of the Trail statue on campus to honor Indigenous People’s 
Day on campus Monday, Oct. 10. The structure is planned to 
stand until the end of the semester.
        PHOTO BY ALLISON MUELLER
          editor-in-chief
          amueller12@winona.edu
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Homecoming royalty crowned in non-gendered court
Seniors Michele Borsari and Melody Sheppard are Winona State University’s first students 
crowned Homecoming Royalty instead of King 
and Queen in an effort to make the homecoming 
court inclusive to all genders. 
Sheppard is double majoring in elementa-
ry education and teaching English as a second 
language (TESOL). Sheppard is also minoring in 
Spanish with the possibility of becoming an ESL 
teacher in the Twin Cities after graduating. 
“I just want to help others,” Sheppard said. “So 
wherever there is a need, I desire to fill it.” 
Borsari is a Spanish major with a minor in 
economics. He hopes to one day work in foreign 
affairs. Directly following graduation, Borsari is 
considering teaching English in South America. 
Borsari and Sheppard knew one another prior 
to being crowned royalty, and both said it was an 
honor to be crowned with the other. 
“Melody is a sweetheart and her positive energy 
greatly enriches and makes this a lovely experi-
ence,” Borsari said. “She is someone that every-
one should definitely get to know.”
Sheppard had similar comments about Borsari. 
“He is always reaching out to meet anyone in 
his path and genuinely getting to know others,” 
Sheppard said. “I don’t think I’ve met anyone 
quite like him who is so kind, hilarious and fun at 
the same time. He absolutely deserves this.”
Borsari and Sheppard are involved with multi-
ple organizations on campus and represent differ-
ent organizations as Homecoming Royalty. 
Borsari represented his fraternity Sigma Tau 
Gamma. He is also a member of Greek Council, 
which plans events for the Greek community at 
Winona State, and is involved with Entrepreneur-
ship Club and the European Countries Club. 
Borsari ran for homecoming royalty to rep-
resent his fraternity, but this was not the only 
reason he wanted to run. 
“I saw this as an opportunity to break down 
social barriers, and meet new people at this cam-
pus,” Borsari said.
Sheppard represented the campus ministry, Wi-
nona State Chi Alpha. In this organization she is 
a ministry leader for their international ministry 
team and is also a small group leader. Along with 
this, she is also a delegate on the board for the 
International Club. 
Winona State Chi Alpha nominated Sheppard 
and Nathan Graham to help their organization 
have more of a presence on campus. 
“I wanted to use this position to not only rep-
resent Chi Alpha in the best way, but to represent 
Christ,” Sheppard said. “I am so honored to rep-
resent WSU and make sure everyone remembers 
that it is not about me, not just about us on the 
homecoming court, but about the entire universi-
ty here in Winona and that every individual is so 
important, loved and valued.”
Borsari also stated being honored to not only 
represent his fraternity, but also Winona State. 
“Regardless of the title, we are still all Warriors,” 
Borsari said. “This is the best time of the year, 
when we all come together.”
Both Borsari and Sheppard’s favorite part of 
being crowned Homecoming Royalty was getting 
to know the other members of the court.
Continued on page 12, see Royalty.
Michele Borsari (left) and Melody 
Sheppard (right) were crowned 
Homecoming Royalty during 
the coronation ceremony in the 
Harriet Johnson Auditorium last 
Sunday, Oct. 9.
BRIANNA MURPHY
photographer
bmurphy14@winona.edu
The amount of plastic water bottles placed in a landfill today will take up to 1,000 years to 
biodegrade. At Winona State University, faculty 
and students have worked to support sustainabil-
ity and make a difference in removing the waste 
that plastic water bottles create. 
As a way to promote the use of refillable water 
bottles, Jeanne Franz, a Winona State chemistry 
professor and director of the sustainability minor, 
has started the “Get ‘Caught’ Refilling Your Water 
Bottle” campaign. 
“I wanted to do something when I saw all the 
freshmen were given refillable water bottles at the 
beginning of the year,” Franz said. “I thought I 
would do something to encourage them.” 
To participate in the campaign, students send 
pictures of themselves or their friends filling up 
refillable water bottles at one of the many water 
fountains on campus. Then the students will post 
the picture on the Winona State sustainability 
minor Facebook page. The person whose photo 
receives the most “likes” will win a gift card to the 
Winona State Bookstore. 
The campaign is also being used as a way to 
promote the use of the refillable water bottles 
that all incoming first-year students were giv-
en during orientation week. Wayne Wicka, the 
programming coordinator for Advising Services 
and Chris Veeder, Student Senate vice president, 
worked together on the creation of the grant that 
provided the students with the water bottles. 
“I started talking with Chris while he was 
working on a sustainability initiative on campus,” 
Wicka said. “He and I got together and said, 
‘Why don’t we do something collectively and sug-
gest a foundation grant to give every incoming 
student at WSU a water bottle?’”
The Winona State Foundation was happy to set 
up the grant for the water bottles. 
“The WSU foundation was very excited be-
cause they thought this would be a great way to 
help the students, and at the same time, increase 
awareness and visibility of all the good that the 
WSU Foundation does for its students,” Wicka 
said. “We put the WSU Foundation logo on the 
bottle, so that really helps them with their mar-
keting initiative of all the good things they are 
doing on campus for the students.”
According to Wicka, the Winona State Founda-
tion provided a grant of approximately $4,100. 
Besides promoting the use of the water bottle, 
Franz is hoping the campaign will bring more 
attention to the sustainability minor.
“Students will come to me and say, ‘I just hap-
pened to hear about this minor but this is totally 
what I want to do. It would be nice if we learned 
about the minor earlier in our career,’” Franz said. 
“When people send in their picture to the page, 
they will get new information about the minor 
and how it fits into their studies.” 
Franz is looking not only looking forward to 
seeing the students take action in using their 
water bottles, she is eager to see how students get 
creative with the photos. 
“I am really excited to see people having their 
water bottles in creative places,” Franz said. “The 
added creativity of the students always delights 
me and I am excited to see the pictures come in 
from the students and the different locations they 
8 - LIFE
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Continued on page 12, see Water Bottles.
“Get ‘Caught’” campaign promotes reusable water bottles
First-year student Darling Vang 
fills up her reusable water bottle 
that was handed out during 
orientation week to promote a 
more eco-friendly way to drink 
water.
NICOLE GIRGEN
photographer
ngirgen14@winona.edu
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Tuesday Oct. 11 marked National Coming Out Day, and Winona State University 
celebrated the day with a week full of activities, 
beginning with social justice educator and Black 
Lives Matter Minneapolis Co-Founder Adja 
Gildersleve discussing the activism behind it.
Coming Out Day began in 1988 on October 11 
to honor the first March on Washington for Les-
bian and Gay Rights the year before. This recent 
28th anniversary serves as a mile marker for the 
movement, being a year after the Supreme Court 
legalized same-sex marriage across all 50 states. 
However, as Gildersleve explained, there is still 
much more work to be done. 
The presentation, titled “Not This Era, Resist-
ing Erasure in Our Movements.” Brought to light 
several figures that are not well known to the 
public because they did not fit the picture that 
mainstream media would have preferred.  Clau-
dette Colvin was the first person to be arrested 
for resisting bus segregation in Montgomery, 
Ala., as opposed to Rosa Parks. It was determined 
by leaders of the NAACP at the time, she was not 
“respectable” enough, because she was a pregnant 
teenager. For this reason, her status as a pioneer 
in the Civil Rights Movement was erased. It is 
this politically motivated rewriting of history that 
Gildersleve is working to combat.  
The session was an exploration of the dynamic 
between the two civil rights efforts of the LGBTQ 
Community and Black Lives Matter, while show-
ing how they both fight to make life better for 
erased individuals.
“Our movements right now are saying ‘no 
more.’ We’re here for each other, and we’re really 
seeing what liberation looks like,” Gildersleve 
said.
Director of Inclusion and Diversity Alex Hines,  
said, “We offer a great co-curricular programs 
on campus. Social Justice leadership retreats to 
provide the skills for your toolbox to have these 
conversations. They’re not always going to be 
comfortable conversations.”
Gildersleve fights for the rights of the LGBTQ 
agenda and Black Lives Matter, both an import-
ant issue in many people’s daily lives. However, in 
the past the two movements have been painted 
by some media outlets as having opposing views. 
An embodiment of this perceived conflict was 
seen during the aftermath of the Proposition 8 in 
the state of California. Proposition 8 was seen as 
a defeat for the LGBTQ community, as it ap-
proved a statewide ban on same-sex marriage. 
Afterwards, a poll was released stating, “70 per-
cent of the black voters were in favor of proposi-
tion eight. We know now that’s not true. It turns 
out that was a false number,” Gildersleve said. 
At the time, however, it was an opportunity for 
channels to pit the two groups against each other. 
Due to the ever-present permeation of white 
supremacy, activists felt the pressure to compart-
mentalize a part of their sexual identity to priori-
tize their racial identity. Gildersleve showed how 
the two movements are not antagonistic, but can 
work together for mutual progression. 
“The black community was blamed for Propo-
sition 8 happening,” Gildersleve said. “That was 
unfair.” 
Winona State celebrates National Coming Out Day
BY KILAT FITZGERALD
features reporter
kfitzgerald13@winona.edu
“Our movements right now are 
saying ‘no more.’ We’re here for each 
other, and we’re really seeing what 
liberation looks like.”
-Adja Gildersleeve, social justice educator
Homecoming week offered 
the Winona State community 
a variety of events to show 
their Warrior pride.
Not pictured in photos: Club Fair 
and Pep Fest on Friday, Oct. 14.
Homecoming week told in photos
Students warm up on a cool night at the S’mores & More Bonfire, an event held outside the 
library on Wednesday, Oct. 12.
The Winona State dance team performs a routine down Huff Street during the Homecoming Parade on Saturday, Oct. 15.
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KENDAHL SCHLUETER
TAYLOR NYMAN
Winona State’s acapella group Hear and Now sings the National Anthem before the football game Saturday. 
COVER STORY - 11 
Crowned Royalty Melody Sheppard hands out candy to kids during 
the Homecoming Parade Saturday morning. TAYLOR NYMAN TAYLOR NYMAN
Student Dedra Robertson decorates a vinyl record during UPAC’s 
“Spin Magic” event by the gazebo on campus Tuesday, Oct. 11.
KENDAHL SCHLUETER
Left to right: Jessica Lavorata, Domenic Ogno, Mariah Miller and Danielle Wagner pick up an overturned trash can on 
Sunday during the 2016 Homecoming Clean Sweep. They volunteered with the club Circle K International.
NICOLE GIRGEN
“I love all of the people on our court,” Sheppard 
said. “We have such fun dynamics and I sure 
enjoy the relationships I am getting from being a 
part of this court.”
Borsari said, “My favorite experience so far is 
just having everyone together. They are a great 
group of people to hang out with.”
The two enjoyed spending time with and 
getting to know the others on the homecoming 
court as well as people across campus. 
“My favorite part about the homecoming expe-
rience is just having everyone together,” Borsari 
said. “It is great to be able to meet new people 
from other organizations on campus.”
“I loved coming together as a school to get 
others excited and encourage school spirit,” 
Sheppard said. “Doing what I can to show love to 
everyone in every way possible was amazing.”
Sheppard’s advice for anyone running for 
Homecoming Royalty in the future is to make 
the most of the opportunity, to make a positive 
impact on the community and to bring everyone 
together. 
are using their reusable water bottles.”
First-year student Darling Vang received her 
water bottle at the beginning of the year and is 
proud to go to a school that supports and practic-
es sustainability. 
“You don’t think about how much plastic you 
use, but once you do, you feel good about sup-
porting places that encourage recycling and 
refillable water bottles,” Vang said. 
Moving forward, the sustainability will con-
tinue to support and take part in actions toward 
being more environmentally friendly. 
“I will continue to work closely with Chris 
Veeder and Jeanne Franz to do whatever part I 
can to help fulfill the sustainability initiative at 
WSU,” Wicka said. “I just think it has been really 
neat that I have been able to be a part of the pro-
cess to help make a difference on campus.” 
 With the introduction of the refillable water 
bottles and encouraging their use, Franz believes 
Winona State is working to achieve their goals of 
wanting to be more environmentally friendly. 
“We welcome our freshmen to campus with an 
outdoor picnic during orientation week.  One of 
the first things that the students saw, until this 
year, was, ‘Welcome to campus, here is your bot-
tled water and your Styrofoam plate,’” Franz said. 
“This year, with the distribution of the reusable 
water bottles, students saw a change. Not only do 
we want to be an environmentally friendly cam-
pus, we are also taking concrete steps to make it 
happen.”
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BY ELIZABETH PULANCO
features reporter / copy editor
epulanco12@winona.edu
Water Bottles, continued from page 8.
BY DANA SCOTT
features reporter
dscott12@winona.edu
Royalty, continued from page 7.
“I saw this as an 
opportunity to break down 
social barriers and meet new 
people at this campus.”
-Michele Borsari, Homecoming Royalty
When you look outside your home at this country, what do you see? Perhaps you 
see a great nation that has overcome struggles 
to become one of the superpowers in the world, 
or maybe a country with a dark and unsavory 
history of violence, torture and corruption. No 
matter what you see, Ava Duvernay’s new Netflix 
documentary “13TH” is an absolute must watch. 
It will infuriate you, frustrate you, sadden you 
and most of all make you rethink what you know 
of our country’s past.
“13TH” follows the course of American his-
tory to show how the 13th Amendment was not 
actually the end of slavery, only the beginning of 
transitions. What was legal became illegal, so the 
government systems found a way around it. First, 
there was lynching, terrorism and slander, seen 
most evidently in the D.W. Griffith’s “Birth of a 
Nation.” Once that was looked down upon in the 
public eye, the Jim Crow laws took their place. 
Following the Civil Rights movement, the term 
“Law and Order” and the war on drugs managed 
to do the same thing, which continues up until 
this day. 
One of the reasons why this was able to hap-
pen was due to a clause in the 13th Amendment. 
“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to 
their jurisdiction.” That punishment clause left 
the door wide open for a migration of slavery 
from the cotton fields to the jail cell, and it was all 
completely legal.
In fact, there are more black men and women 
behind bars than there were slaves in the 1800s. 
The documentary highlights statistics through-
out, showing this transition from one form of 
slavery to another, and does so with incredible 
effect. For example, while the United States only 
has five percent of the world’s population, it has 
25 percent of the world’s prisoners. Of that, more 
than 40 percent are black. While 1 in 17 white 
men will spend time in prison, 1 in 3 black men 
will do the same. This racial disparity is appall-
ing, massive and for the most part has gone 
unnoticed in the public eye.
Duvernay’s talents for showing the plight of 
black men and women have never been better. 
Her last film “Selma,” which followed the Selma 
marches of Martin Luther King, Jr., was rightfully 
hailed as one of the best civil rights movies of our 
time. “13TH” takes this to another level entirely 
because it’s not a fictional representation of a real 
event 50 years ago. It’s about real problems that 
are happening right now. There are several mo-
ments, covering the fear-mongering campaign of 
a certain tiny-handed businessman and the Black 
Lives Matter movement, which are particularly 
impactful. 
But trust me, Duvernay doesn’t play favorites. 
Both Democrats and Republicans are skewered 
for their choices, and while Donald Trump’s own 
boisterous form of racism is used for incredible 
effect, the film is not political propaganda. Ev-
eryone in the system is at fault, whether we want 
to believe it or not. Covering everything from 
the Jim Crow period, to the war on drugs of the 
late 70s, to the Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994, the film shows how 
members on both sides of the aisle, either inten-
tionally or unintentionally, managed to continue 
the white-centric environment that the United 
States was built on.
The film’s style only adds to the message, with 
small intermissions of hip-hop songs used to 
show how the emotions of the black communities 
are everywhere, even in music. Combined with 
Duvernay’s tactical use of archival footage mixed 
with interviews of important individuals on both 
sides of the movement, “13TH” proves to be not 
only an impactful documentary, but also a stylis-
tic triumph.
Now, everything in a documentary takes 
second stage to the message, which is why these 
things can be so tough to review. “13TH” shines 
because of its message, not in spite of. With the 
political climate as toxic as it is, and racial dispar-
ity and problems coming out at unprecedented 
levels, the film’s message is the wake up call this 
country needs. All in all, “13TH” is a masterwork 
of documentary filmmaking. Any film that can 
create the kind of emotional impact that Duver-
nay provides so effortlessly deserves nothing less 
than your full attention. If you watch one film 
this month, make it this one. 5/5
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The Winonan’s film reporter rates this documentary 5/5 stars
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 As the Winona State University KEAP Council Coordinators, we strongly 
voice our support for Turtle Island Student Organization’s efforts to break ground 
on the indigenous learning garden project here at Winona State. It is our under-
standing that this project will contextualize James Earle Fraser’s artwork “The End 
of the Trail,” which currently resides in the center of our campus, and portrays an 
inherently problematic understanding of Native American history. This garden has 
been discussed for many years, and we feel it is time to finally bring it to fruition. 
It is high time we stop perpetuating centuries-old stereotypes about Native Amer-
icans and live up to our mission statement as a university to educate the campus 
community on the history and current lives of Native peoples.
As KEAP Council coordinators, it is our mission to critically engage students, 
faculty, staff, administrators, and other allies to create and sustain a campus cul-
ture in which diverse persons, organizations, and groups can learn and develop 
to their greatest potential and participate in society to their maximum ability. It is 
also our mission to advocate for students and ensure that our campus welcomes 
and celebrates the diversity of our student body in the most humanizing and re-
spectful way. 
We write this letter to demonstrate our full support for the indigenous learning 
garden project as proposed, as we feel it is only right to place this garden where 
the artwork currently stands or in front of Minné rather than stowing it away in a 
less visible location on campus. We also write this letter to press for work on the 
garden to finally begin.
Sincerely,
Nasro Abbas and Alexis Salem
KEAP Council Coordinators
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Maze solution from last week, created by news reporter Colin Kohrs.
In the article “Volleyball splits weekend away games” on page 17 
in last week’s issue, the quotes from head coach Joe Getzin were 
misplaced in the story. The quotes were in reference to matches in 
past weeks, not the matches written about in the article.
Oops...
Winonan Mission:
To inform and empower the campus and community of Winona 
State University. 
Inform: to report news and events that affect the campus and 
community. 
Empower: to provide students with an outlet for creativity and an 
opportunity to learn all aspects of newspaper operations.
W
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Volleyball wins homecoming matches
Homecoming was celebrated across cam-pus this past weekend with festivities and 
games. Those who came out to Talbot Gymna-
sium to watch the No. 6 Winona State Univer-
sity volleyball team were given many reasons to 
celebrate.
This weekend Winona State’s volleyball team 
moved 17-3 overall and 8-3 in the NSIC with two 
victories over top ten teams in the nation and in 
the NSIC.
The Warriors opened their homecoming 
matches on Friday with a victory over Wayne 
State College out of Nebraska in four sets (25-18, 
19-25, 25-20, 25-23).
The first set was tightly contested as the War-
riors gained the lead 12-11. Then, a kill by 
sophomore Maria Wrage, a service ace by junior 
setter McKenna Larsen, an attack error by the 
Wildcats, and a kill by junior Danielle Rampart 
put the Warriors up 16-11. Winona State would 
hold on to win the first set 25-18.
In the second set, the Wildcats kicked off a de-
manding 10-5 lead. The Wildcats hit a .233 attack 
percentage and held the Warriors to a .147 attack 
percentage. The visiting team took the second set 
victory 25-19.
After a quick recess, Wayne State once again 
came out of the locker room energized. Wayne 
State took a 7-3 lead early in the third set, but the 
Warriors fought back. Later in the set, Winona 
State came back to tie up the set at 14 a piece. The 
Warriors won the third set 25-20.
In the fourth and final set of the match, Win-
ona State hit a .160 attack percentage along with 
14 kills. Those statistics would be enough to hold 
off Wayne State for a 25-23 fourth set victory and 
would secure a victory over Wayne State.
“(Winona State) is a great college environment.
Two top ten teams battling it out; we had great 
crowd support,” head coach Joe Getzin said. 
“Wayne State is a team that makes you earn every 
point. We were happy to come out with a W.”
Winona State showed through this four-set 
victory they were willing to battle through long 
and tough points to come out on top.
“We knew coming into the match that they 
were a long rally team that waits for us to make 
a mistake,” Larsen said. “So, we kept attacking at 
them and played our game, and that turned out 
in our favor.”
Procedding Saturdays’ football game, Warrior 
fans packed the gyme once again to watch the 
Winona State volleyball team take on Augustana 
University.
The Warriors won a classic five-set match 
against Augustana (25-17, 19-25, 19-25, 25-19, 
15-11).
Junior McKenna Larson (left) sets up middle hitter sophomore Maria Wrage (right) for a kill 
during last Friday night’s game against Wayne State College in Talbot Gymnasium.
KENDAHL SCHLUETER
photographer
kschlueter15@winona.edu
Continued on page 17, see Volleyball.
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Soccer loses weekend away games
The Winona State women’s soccer team (6-7-1, 3-6-1 NSIC) lost two games in North Dakota 
against Minot State University by a score of 1-2, 
and University of Mary 1-2 over the weekend. 
Sophomore midfield/forward Abby Bohans-
ki shares her reactions to these losses over the 
weekend.
“I try and stay positive and encourage everyone 
on and off of the field to make sure we are playing 
at our full potential. I also try and bring high en-
ergy and make sure to push everyone to play high 
pressure defense and play the easy ball to feet on 
offense,” Bohanski said. 
In the weekend’s first game against Minot State 
on Saturday, the Warriors had 15 shots and 10 
shots on goal. Sophomore forward Darian Molter 
recorded five shots with three on goal. Bohanski 
and first-year midfielder/forward Alyssa Reyn-
olds both added two shots on goal. 
The lone goal for Winona State was scored by 
Molter and assisted by first-year forward Court-
ney Wiencek. Junior goalkeeper Rachel Oleson 
played the full 90-minute games, which was the 
first time she had done so since September 4. She 
had seven saves and allowed two goals. 
“We highlight the success to remind them that 
it’s due to the work they put in during practice,” 
head coach Ali Omar said. “We will continue 
with the drills that promote ball control and pos-
session in the midfield. It is work in progress.”
On Sunday, the Warriors played the Univer-
sity of Mary Marauders, where Wiencek scored 
her fourth goal for the season. Her lone goal for 
Winona State was not enough, as the Marauders 
scored two goals in the second half. 
Winona State had 11 shots and five shots on 
goal. The only goal for the Warriors came from 
Bohanski who crossed the ball to Wiencek, who 
then hit the back of the net. 
Oleson had four saves in the game, which 
moves her record 2-4. 
Something that the team is looking to accom-
plish is limiting the other team’s shots and corner 
kicks, keeping the opponents of the defensive 
third of the field and force them to make mis-
takes.  
The Winona State women’s soccer team will 
play Minnesota State University Moorhead on 
Saturday, Oct. 22 and Northern State University 
on Sunday Oct. 23, both home at 1 p.m. 
 BY LAURA ANDERSONsports reporter
llanderson13@winona.edu
The drive and determination of the Warriors 
would become apparent to those in attendance 
when they took a 9-2 first set lead. The Vikings 
did not take the lead in this set and the Warriors 
came away with a first set victory 25-17. 
In the second set, defense played a large role 
as Augustana held the Warriors to a .024 attack 
percentage and won the set 25-19. In the third 
set, the Vikings jumped out to a 15-11 lead which 
led to a Winona State timeout. Augustana won 
the set 25-19. 
In a fifth set, winner took the match thriller. 
Augustana and Winona State were tied at six. 
The Warriors would go on a four point run with 
two attack errors by Augustana and two kills by 
junior Lauren Kudronowicz. When the Warriors 
were up 14-9, Larsen assisted junior Taylor Goar 
with a kill that granted the Warriors their second 
victory over a top 10 team over homecoming 
weekend. 
The Warriors’ ranking as sixth in the nation 
(as of Tuesday, Oct. 18) is the highest ranking in 
program history. The team’s next home game will 
be Friday, Oct. 28 at 7 p.m. in the Talbot Gymna-
sium.
Volleyball, continued from page 16.
BY JOHN DISALLE
sports reporter
jdisalle15@winona.edu
Senior Jamie Cairncross (right) digs the ball to the setter during the last set of the 
volleyball game against Wayne State College Friday night in Talbot Gymnasium.
KENDAHL SCHLUETER
photographer
kschlueter15@winona.edu
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Football loses homecoming game 41-30
After beating their last two opponents in homecoming games on the road, it was the 
Warriors’ who had their homecoming celebration 
spoiled with a loss to sixth-ranked University of 
Sioux Falls on Saturday at home.
Winona State had the number one ranked de-
fense in the NSIC while Sioux Falls had the top-
ranked running attack. Something had to give in 
this matchup. 
The Cougars scored first on a three-yard run 
from senior quarterback Luke Papilion. The drive 
was setup with an interception returned 52 yards 
by junior defensive back Josh Butler. This was be 
the only score of the first quarter. 
In the second quarter, the Warriors were able to 
get some drives going, but struggled to reach the 
end zone. Sophomore kicker Carter McCauley 
converted on three field goals from 34 yards, 47 
yards and 21 yards. Sioux Falls also added a field 
goal to give them a 10-9 lead at the end of the 
first half. 
Head coach Tom Sawyer was disappointed with 
settling for field goals. 
“Nine points in the first half. If that’s 21, or 17, 
or whatever it’s a different game,” Sawyer said.
In the second half, junior running back Max 
Mickey found the end zone on a five-yard run to 
cap off a nine-play 76-yard drive. 
Later in the third quarter, Papilion scored again 
on a nine-yard run following an 81-yard drive. 
“Our defense was on the field too much… They 
run the football and it just wears you out,” Sawyer 
commented. 
The Cougars added another touchdown in the 
final seconds of the third quarter with a nine-
yard run to give them a 31-9 lead heading into 
the fourth. 
In the fourth, Winona State scored their first 
touchdown of the game. Senior quarterback Jack 
Nelson found senior wide receiver Cameron 
Johnson on a five-yard pass. Johnson’s touch-
down extended his streak of games with a touch-
down to eight. 
Sioux Falls answered on their following pos-
session with an 11-yard touchdown run bringing 
their lead 38-16. The following Warrior drive lead 
to a turnover on downs after Winona failed to 
convert on fourth down. The Cougars capitalized 
on the possession with a field goal. 
With two minutes remaining in the game, 
senior running back Paul Preston scored on an 
eight-yard run to cut the Warrior deficit to 17. 
Nelson threw a late touchdown pass to sopho-
more running back Elliot Cox and a Preston run 
failed to convert the two-point attempt left the 
score at 41-30.
Sioux Falls was able to hold the ball and run the 
clock out to end the game.
Senior defensive end Jarrett Wood, who had 
seven tackles on the day, said, “Its always tough 
losing games, especially on homecoming. They’re 
the number six team in the nation and we had 
opportunities to beat them but we didn’t convert.”
The Warriors will need to win the rest of their 
games to have a shot at the playoffs. They will 
look to turn things around against Wayne State 
College in Nebraska on Saturday, Oct. 22. 
Adam Kirk
Football reporter
Laura Anderson
Soccer reporter 
John DiSalle
Volleyball reporter
         BY ADAM KIRK
        sports reporter
        akirk13@winona.edu
 Sports staff starting lineup...
Emma Cavanaugh
Cross country reporter
Defensive back Sir’Vegias Steele attempts to tackle a Sioux Falls player in the first quarter of the 
homecoming football game Saturday afternoon.
TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu
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Lucas Peterson is in his third year of golfing for the Winona State University Warriors. This 
junior said he started participating in the sport 
late, compared to other golfers who typically 
started at age four.  
“I started golf when I was 12. I was a late 
bloomer for golf. And then I picked up a passion 
for it from my parents. I had a lot of support from 
my community,” Peterson said. “I played well, and 
I continued to do it.” 
This season is a huge step up from last year for 
the business administration major. The first week 
of October found Peterson with the title of NSIC 
Golfer of the Week. 
“Last year was a huge let down. I think I ex-
pected a lot more of myself and put a lot of 
pressure on myself, so this year I was able to put 
less pressure on myself and obviously perform a 
lot better. It started off slow but I’ve been playing 
well recently,” Peterson said. 
Peterson’s said biggest challenge during his golf-
ing career has been time management. Golf and 
school can have conflicting schedules. Student 
athletes can expect to be gone most weekends 
and there is a lot of work involved in managing 
time and responsibilities. 
“It was a big wake up call, freshman year, for 
sure. It’s easier in high school; you can talk to 
teachers, move assignments around. I think high 
school didn’t really prepare me enough for col-
lege as far as time management in sports,” Peter-
son said. “I think you find out really fast that you 
have to be on top of your game for figuring out 
how to talk to professors beforehand and make 
sure that you have either all of your stuff turned 
in early, or have an idea of what you’re going to 
do on test day and take it before or after.”
His journey playing for Winona State began 
with an email from the golf coach asking him to 
come see campus. Peterson’s mother is a Winona 
native, so she took him to the campus where he 
says he fell in love with the sights. His love for 
Winona and golf have since intertwined for three 
years.
“What I love about the sport is the people that 
are around it, the support from coaches, from 
players, from your parents. You meet a lot of 
great people from the sport, and obviously it’s 
a sport that you can play for forever and that’s 
what I’m excited about. Hopefully I will be able to 
continue to play and love the sport for as long as I 
play,” Peterson said. 
Golf is also the sport that taught him his mor-
al code, which he learned from his teachers, his 
parents, and his coaches. 
“My dad comes and watches me and always 
pushes me to be not only a great person, but a 
great golfer. I think that golf is a game of gen-
tlemen,” Peterson said. “You can always cheat 
in golf, but I learned from my parents never to 
do that and I think learning that from not only 
my dad but from my coaches around me that 
you learn to be a good guy. That’s what keeps me 
going.”
The entire team has high hopes  for the 2016-17 
season. The goal is to make it to regionals, and 
then to nationals in the spring. The first step is 
doing well at the conference tournament. 
“That’s what we always shoot for as student 
athletes; the highest level [of play] possible,” Pe-
terson said. 
  
 
EMMA CAVANAUGH
sports reporter
ecavanaugh14@winona.edu
Winona State athlete named NSIC Golfer of the Week
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO FROM WINONA STATE 
UNIVERSITY’S ATHLETICS WEBSITE
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Junior Lucas Peterson, member of Winona State University’s 
men’s golf team, was recently named NSIC’s Golfer of the 
Week.
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Wednesday, 
Oct. 19
Thursday,
Oct. 20
Friday,
Oct. 21
Saturday,
Oct. 22
Sunday, 
Oct. 23
Monday,
Oct. 24
Tuesday, 
Oct. 25
Soccer vs. Minnesota State University 
Moorhead, 1 p.m.
vs. Northern State 
University, 1 p.m.
Football @ Wayne State College, 1 p.m.
Volleyball @ Northern State University, 7 p.m. @ Minnesota State University 
Moorhead, 4 p.m.
Cross 
Country
NSIC 
Championships, 
12:15 p.m.
Sports schedule this week...
* Home games in bold
